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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 207230 

FOLLOWING REPEAT CONAKRY 1477 ACTION SECSTATE 7 AUG 78. 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL CONAKRY 1477 
AF FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE 

E.O. XGDS-1 

TAGS: SHUM. PEPR, SA, US. GV 

SUBJECT: MOOSE MEETING WITH SEKOU TOURE 

1 . SUMMARY: IN INTENSE, FIVE-HOUR EXCHANGE 
AUGUST 3. PRESIDENT TOURE MADE CLEAR HIS INTEREST IN 
COOPERATION WITH THE US, SET FORTH THIS DEDICATION TO 
INDEPENDENCE, DIGNITY AND SELF-RESPECT, RECOUNTED GUINEA S 
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STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE AND SURVIVAL DESPITE ATTEMPTS TO 
OVERTHROW HIS REGIME, DESCRIBED THE TRAUMA OF THE 1970 INVA- 
SION, DEFENDED INCARCERATION OF TRAITORS AND AFFIRMED HIS 
RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 

SECRETARY MOOSE EMPHASIZED FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE USG ATTACHES 
TO HUMAN RIGHTS, SPOKE OF PRACTICAL PROBLEMS RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
CREATE WITH CONGRESS, AND ASKED WHETHER PRISONER RELEASES WOULD 
CONTINUE. SENSITIVE ON THIS ISSUE, TOURE SPOKE OF THE STRONG 
POPULAR REVULSION AGAINST TRAITORS AND ASSERTED THE QUESTION 
OF THEIR RELEASE IS A MATTER FOR GOG ALONE TO DECIDE. TOURE'S 
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HALF-BROTHER ISMAEL POINTED OUT THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD NOT 
SAID THE PRISONER RELEASES WOULD NOT CONTINUE AND THAT 
WE MIGHT DRAW OUR OWN CONCLUSIONS FROM THAT FACT. SEKOU 
TOURE AGREED WITH THAT INTERPRETATION. THE EXCHANGE WAS AN 
EXTREMELY USEFUL ONE, ENABLING BOTH SIDES TO LAY THEIR PRINCIPLES 
AND CONCERNS ON THE TABLE, AND CLEARING THE WAY FOR GREATER 
UNDERSTANDING, CLOSER COMMUNICATIONS AND PERHAPS COOPERATION 
ON SOME AFRICAN PROBLEMS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTERNOON AUGUST 3 ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE HAD 
INTENSE FIVE-HOUR EXCHANGE WITH PRESIDENT TOURE, 

AT THE END OF WHICH THEY REPAIRED TO INFORMAL LUNCHEON 
(7:15 P.M.) IN A NEARBY ROOM OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE, 

PRESENT DURING THE EXCHANGE WERE: PRIME MINISTER BEAVOGUI; 

MINISTER OF DOMAIN FOR ECONOMICS AND FINANCE ISMAEL 
TOURE; MINISTER OF INFORMATION A ND IDEOLOGY SENAINON 
BEHANZIN; POLITBUREAU PERMANENT SECRETARY AND PARTY INSPECTOR 
GENERAL DAMANTANG CAMARA; MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS, URBAN AFFAIRS 
AND HOUSING MOHAMED LAMINE TOURE; FMINISTER OF PLAN AND 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION N'FALY SANGARE: PERMSEC OF MINISTRY OF 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MOROU BALDE (LATER JOINED BY MINEXTAFF FILY 
CISSOKO, JUST RETURNED FROM BELGRADE NAM MEETING); T.W. SMITH 
(AF/W ); WILL PETTY (USICA); BRYANT SALTER (AF); AMBASSADOR AND 
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DCM. 

3. ATMOSPHERE OF MEETING WAS FRIENDLY, FRANK BUT SERIOUS 
FROM THE OUTSET. TOURE SAID HE ATTACHED GREAT IMPORTANCE 
TO THE MEETING, WHICH HE POINTED OUT WAS THE FIRST WITH 

A HIGH-LEVEL USG VISITOR TO GUINEA IN FIVE OR SIX YEARS. 

ASSEMBLED GROUP OF SOME OF HIS MOST IMPORTANT MINISTERS 
ATTESTED TO SIGNIFICANCE HE ATTACHED TO MEETING AND AT 
SAME TIME PUT HIM ON HIS METTLE AND MAY HAVE ROBBED HIM 
OF SOME FLEXIBILITY. TOURE SPOKE IN MEASURED TONES, 

REFERRING OCCASIONALLY TO NOTES, BUT INCREASING IN CON- 
VICTION AND VEHEMENCE AS HE EXPANDED ON THE ESSENTIAL 
SPIRIT AND GOALS OF HIS REGIME AND THE DNAGERS THAT HAD 
THREATENED IT OVER THE PAST 20 YEARS. 

A. TOURE ASSURED MOOSE HIS WISH FOR COOPERATION WITH 
THE US IS TOTAL AND SINCERE; HE DID NOT EXPECT FULL 
AGREEMENT WITH EVERYTHING GOG DOES BUT HE WANTS US TO 
UNDERSTAND THE SPIRIT AND PRINCIPLES THAT GUIDE HIS 
GOVERNMENT. HE ASKED THAT WE JUDGE GUINEA BY ITS ACTS, 

NOT WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT IT. HE SAID GUINEA IS NOT 
COMMUNIST NOR A COMMUNIST PUPPET. HE HAS HAD AS MUCH 
TROUBLE WITH THE SOVIES AND SOCIALIST STATES AS HE HAS 
WITH THE WEST. COMMUNISM IS ALIEN TO HIM. AS HE IS 
DEEPLY RELIGIOUS, LIVES BY THE PRINCIPLES OF THE KORAN 
AND WOULD DESERVEDLY LOSE SUPPORT OF HIS PEOPLE IF HE 
DEPARTED FROM THOSE PRINCIPLES. 
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B. CENTRAL THEME OF GOG IS DEDICATION TO INDEPENDENCE, 
LIBERTY, AND THE DIGNITY, SELF-RESPECT AND EQUAL RIGHTS 
OF THE INDIVIDUAL. HE SAID GUINEAN INDEPENDENCE HAD 
DEVELOPED AND BEEN STRENGTHENED THROUGH OBSTACLES OVER- 
COME, PLOTS FOILED AND VICTORIES WON. TOURE DESCRIBED 

AT SOME LENGTH THE ECONOMIC DESTITUTION OF GUINEA FOLLOW- 
ING ITS EXCOMMUNICATION BY FRANCE AND WITHDRAWAL 
OF 12,000 FRENCHMEN WITHIN A MONTH AFTER HE OPTED FOR 
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INDEPENDENCE. OUT OF THESE TRIALS HAS GROWN A DEEP 
MUTUAL TRUST BETWEEN GUINEAN PEOPLE AND TOURE'S LEADER- 
SHIP. HE ASSERTED IT IS TRUST BORN OF THE PRINCIPLES 
OF HONESTY, GENUINE INTEREST IN THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE 
AND CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. HE CITED EQUALITY ACCORDED 
WOMEN IN GUINEA (IN CONTRAST TO MANY OTHER AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES) LACK OF LARGE DIFFERENCES IN PAY SCALE AND 
RETIREMENT PROVISIONS (THE SAME FOR GOVERNMENT MINISTERS 
AS FOR LOWEST CIVIL SERVANT), POINTED TO FACT THAT IUSTICE 
IS FREE AND APPEAL TO THE LAW AND JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES 
AT ALL LEVELS INVOLVES NO MONETARY OUTLAY. NOR DOES 
EDUCATION, WHICH HAS BEEN VASTLY EXPANDED AND IS FREE 
TO QUALIFYING STUDENTS THROUGH UNIVERSITY LEVEL. HE 
DESCRIBED THE PRINCIPLES UNDRLYING "POPULAR DEMOCRACY" 

IN GUINEA AND UNDERSCORED EXTENSIVE ROLE PLAYED BY PEOPLE'S 
ORGANIZATIONS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES, ASSERTING 
THAT HIS EFFORTS TO INFORM THEM, GUIDE THEM AND SOLICIT 
THEIR ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN DIRECTION OF THE AFFAIRS 
OF THE COUNTRY REPRESENT A MORE DEMOCRATIC APPROACH TO 
GOVERNMENT THAN CAN BE FOUND ANYWHERE ELSE ON CONTINENT. 
HE ADDED THAT HE HAD CRITICIZED THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
IN SOVIET UNION FOR REPRESENTING SUCH A SMALL PERCENTAGE 
OF THE POPULATION. 

C. TOURE THEN SPOKE WITH STRONG EMOTION ABOUT HIS LONG 
STRUGGLE TO MAINTAIN.FIRST, GUINEA'S INDEPENDENCE AND 
THEREAFTER THE INTEGRITY AND STABILITY OF HIS REGIME. 

HE DESCRIBED THE VAST PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN OF DISTORTION 
AND VILIFICATION DIRECTED AGAINST HIM AND THE ATTEMPTS 
TO ASSASSINATE HIM AND OVERTHROW HIS REGIME. THE 1970 
PORTUGUESE INVASION WAS A MAJOR, TRAUMATIC EVENT WHICH 
SHOOK TOURE AND THE MEMORY OF WHICH IS STILL FRESH AND 
ACUTELY AINFUL AND LEADS HIM TO GIVE UNHESI- 
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TATING PRIORITY TO DEFENSE OF HIS REGIME. HE ACCUSED 
THE WEST GERMANS OF COMPLICITY IN THE AFFAIR AND REPEATEDLY 
UNDERSCORED HIS ABHORTENCE OF TREACHERY AND BETRAYAL 
AND SPOKE OF THE REVULSION OF THE PEOPLE AGAINST THE 
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TRAITORS. HE EMPHASIZED THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF 
THE PEOPLE IN ARREST, CONVICTION AND SENTENCING OF 
TRAITORS, MANY OF WHOM WERE PERSONAL FRIENDS OF HIS 
AND WHOSE DEFECTION WAS PARTICULARLY PAINFUL. HE CITED 
KASSORY BANGOUR, KARIM BANGOURA (FORMER AMBASSADOR TO THE US) 
AND CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP TCHIDIMBO, WHOM TOURE HAD PERSONALLY 
RECOMMENDED FOR 

THE POST AGAINST THE CANDIDATE PROPOSED BY THE VATICAN. 

HE ASSERTED TCHIDIMBO HAD THEN BEEN RECRUITED BY FOCART 
AND TURNED AGAINST GOG. THEN HOWEVER, IN BQOUIN AS A 
GESTURE OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION, TOURE HAD ACCEDED 
TO PRESIDENT TOLBERT'S APPEAL FOR RELEASTE OF TCHIDIMBO 
AND HAD INFOMED THE POPE HE WOULD DO EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE TO PREPARE THE PEOPLE TO ACCEPT HIS RET .RASE. 
UNFORTUNATELY, PREMATURE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THIS BY FOREIGN 
NEWS MEDIA PUT HIM IN AN AWKWARD POSITION, THREATENING 
TO MAKE IT LLOK TO HIS PEOPLE AS THOUGH TCHIDIMBO'S 
RELEASE HAD BEEN IMPOSED ON HIM AS A CONDITION FOR 
RECONCILIATION WITH SENEGAL AND IVORY COAST. HE HAD 
THEREFORE SUSPENDED TCHIDIMBO'S RELEASE UNTIL THIS UNFOR- 
TUNATE INTERPRETATION IS FORGOTTEN. POINTING TO 
VERIFICATION AND DOCUMENTATION BY UN SECURITY COUNCIL, 

OAU, ETC., OF THE FACTS OF THE 1970 INVASION. TOURE 
SAID THE QUESTION OF RELEASE OF PRISONERS IS A SENSITIVE 
ONE TOUCHING THE FEELINGS OF WIDOWS AND RELATIVES OF 
VICTIMS, AND HE MAINTAINED THERE WOULD BE HUE AND CRY 
AT RELEASE OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR ATROCITIES. HE 
CITED KORANIC TEACHING THAT THE LEADER CANNOT PARDON 
TRAITORS AGAINST THE STATE; ONLY THE PEOPLE CAN. IN 
CASE OF 1970 INVASION, TOURE POINTED OUT THAT THE PEOPLE 
HAD CONDEMNED THE TRAITORS TO DEATH AND IT WAS HE WHO 
HAD COMMUTED THIS TO PRISON SENTENCES. HE SAID THAT 
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APPEARED SOMEHOW TO BE HELD AGAINST HIM.BUT HE WAS 
PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE CONSEQUENCES. HE CITED CASES 
OF FRANCE, MOROCCO, ZAIRE, SENEGAL AND OTHERS WHO HAD 
UNHESITATINGLY EXECUTED TRAITORS AND ASSASSINS AND 
HAD NOT INCURRED FOREIGN CRITICISM. HE POINTED OUT 
THAT ALL FOREIGNERS INVOLVED IN THE 1970 EVENT HAD BEEN 
RELEASED: THOSE REMAINING ARE ALLL FORMER GOG OFFICIALS 
CONVICTED OF TREASON. TOURE'S HISTORICAL REVIEW STOPPED 
AFTER THE INVASION AND TRIALS, OMITTING MENTION OF THE 
LATER ARRESTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 1976 "FOULAH PLOT”. 

D. TOURE THEN WENT ON TO DISCUSSION OF BILATERAL US- 
GOG MATTERS AND GENERAL AFRICAN PROBLEMS (SEE SEPTELS). 

4. MOOSE THANKED TOURE FOR ELOQUENT AND DETAILED ACCOUNT 
OF HISTORY AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH UNDERLYING GOG 
PRINCIPLES HAD BEEN FORMED, ESPECIALLY THE FIGHT FOR 
INDEPENDENCE. HE SAID HE WAS STRUCK BY FACT THAT 
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DESPITE ALL CHARGES AND SUSPICIONS ON THE PART OF THOSE 
WHO CONTINUE TO OPPOSE THE GOG, OUR OUTLOOK IS SO SIMILAR 
ON MOST AFRICAN QUESTIONS. HE SAID IF THERE WAS ONE 
PROBLEM THAT COULD DIVIDE US, IT IS THE QUESTION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS: HE SINCERELY HOPED IT WOULD NOT. MOOSE 
EMPHASIZED GREAT IMPORTANCE ATTACHED TO HUMAN RIGHTS 
BY CARTER ADMINISTRATION AND AID HE WELCOMED TOURE'S 
RAISING THE SUBIECT, AS HE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS IT 
FURTHER. TOURE RESPONDED THAT HUMAN RIGHTS IS ONE OF 
THE THESES TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE 1 1TH PARTY CONGRESS 
IN SEPTEMBER, WHICH HE SAID WOULD REAFFIRM GOG'S DEDI- 
CATION TO THESE RIGHTS. CITING THE FACT THAT ONE CAN 
WALK IN SAFETY THROGUH ANY PART OF GUINEA AND REFERRING 
TO HIS INVITATION TO GUINEANS ABROAD TO RETURN, HE DREW 
THE PICTURE OF A COUNTRY INTERNALLY AT PEACE WITH ITSELF. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HE QUOTED FROM HIS OWN WRITINGS PRAISING PRESIDENTS 
KENNEDY AS CARTER FOR THE DDP MORAL COURAGE OF THEIR 
STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASSERTED THAT HUMAN RIGHTS 
CONSIDERATIONS ARE CENTRAL TO HIS PHILOSEOPHY OF GOVERN- 
MENT: THE GOG SUPPORTS ALL THOSE WHO FIGHT FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS. MOOSE AID IT WAS NOT HIS INTENTION TO CRITICIZE 
OR ATTACK THE GOG, IT WAS SIMPLY THAT THERE WERE SERIOUS 
POSSIBILITIES OF MISUNDERSTANDINGS ON THIS IMPORTANT 
ISSUE, AND THERE WERE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS INVOLVED; HE 
WANTED TO DO ALL HE COULD TO FOSTER UNDERSTANDING AND 
COOPERATION. HE ASKED WHETHER THE RELEASE OF PRISONERS 
WE HAD NOTED AND WELCOMED DURING PAST MONTHS WOULD CON- 
TINUE. TOURE REPLIED THAT THE PRISONERS HAD BEEN CONDEMNED 
TO DEATH AND IT WAS HARD TO RELEASE THEM BECAUSE OF 
BITTER FEELINGS OF THE POPULATION. MOOSE ASKED WHETHER 
PRISONERS COULD NOT BE REHABILITATED. TOURE SAID THAT 
WOULD FOLLOLOW THEIR RELEASE. MOOSE SAID IN LIGHT OF 
GOVERNMENT'S PRESENT CONFIDENCE AND STABILITY. RELEASE 
OF THE PRISONERS NOW WOULD BE DESIRABLE AS AN ACT OF 
HUMANITY, BUT TOURE AGAIN REFERRED TO 300 WIDOWS WHO 
WOULD VOCIFEROUSLY OPPOSE. MOOSE ASKED HOW MANY PRISONERS 
THERE WERE, AND TOURE ANSWERED WITH SOME ASPERITY THAT 
THAT IS A MATTER OF "PUBLIC RECORD CUINEA IS THE ONLY 
COUNTRY THAT PUBLISHES SUCH INFORMATION. MOOSE EXPLAINED THAT IT 
WAS NECESSARY TO DISCUSS THE MATTER FRANKLY, AS WE HAVE 
DIFFICULTIES WITH THE CONGRESS ON THE SUBJECT AND WE 
WANT TO AOID MISUNDERSTANDINGS. TOURE RETORTED THAT 
THERE WAS ALREADY MISUNDERSTANDING; THE FACTS OF TH 
INVASION HAD ALL BEEN ESTABLISHED BY UN SECURITY COUNCIL; 

HE FOUND IT PAINFUL IF, IN PRESSING FOR RELEASE OF PRI 
SONERS, WE WERE SHOWING MORE CONCERN FOR A FEW TRAITORS 
THAN WE DID FOR THE INTERESTS OF THE ENTIRE POPULATION 
AND STATE OF GUINEA. THESE TRAITS HAD BEEN CONDEMNED 
TO DEATH, AND HE HAD SAID "GIVE THEM LIFE". BY NOW THOROULY 
WORKED UP, TOURE ASSERTED THAT THIS WAS A MATTER FOR 
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GUINEA ALONE TO DECIDE; HE WOULD NOT BE PRESSURED INTO 
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RELEASING ONE PRISONER BY CONSIDERATIONS OF FOREIGN 
AID; IF AID 

ONORS WANT TO WITHHOLD ASSISTANCE, THEY 

CAN DOD SO. PRESIDENT S HALF-BROTHER, ISMAEL TOURE, 

INTERVENED AT THAT POINT AND ASKED THE PRESIDENT'S 
PERMISSION TO SUMMARIZE AND INTERPRET HIS VIEWS. HE THEN 
SAID THAT WHILE GUINEA WOULD NEVER GIVE IN TO PRESSUE 
OR SUBMIT TO BLACMKMAIL, WE SHOULD RECALL GUINEA'S RELEASES 
OF PRISONERS OVER THE PAST YEAR AND MORE; NOTHING THE 
PRESIDENT HAD SAID INDICATED THAT THIS WOULD NOT CON- 
TINUE. WE WOULD SIMPLY HAVE TO DRAW OUR OWN CONCLUSION AND TRUST 
THE CHIEF OF STATE ON THIS. SEKOU TOURE AGREED WITH THIS INTER- 
PRETATION, AND MOOSE SAID HE WOULD BE GLAD TO REPORT THAT TO WASH 
INGTON AND WOULD DO WHAT HE COULD TO EXPLAIN THE SITUATION IN THE 
INTEREST OF CONTINUED STRENGTHENING OF 
OUR MUTUAL RELATIONS. 

5. WITH THAT, THE MEETING ENDED AND TOURE INVITED THE 
US REPRESENTATIVES AND SEVERAL MINISTERS TO THE LUNCH 
THAT HAD BEEN WAITING FOR SOME HOURS. THE TENSE, CHARGED 
ATMOSPHERE OF THE FORMAL DISCUSSIONS FELL AWAY AT ONCE, 

AND TOURE, HAVING MADE HIS DEFENSE OF HIS 20 UEARS IN 
POWER, WAS RELAXED AND CHEERFUL, PPROVIDING AN INCISIVE, 

REALISTIC ANALYSIS OF VARIOUS CURRENT AFRICAN PROBLEMS 
(SEPTEL. AFTR THE MEAL, HE ACCOMPANIED HIS GUESTS 

DOWN THE STAIRS TO THE FRONT ENTRANCE, SAID A WARM 
GOODBY AND EXPRESSED THANKS AND APPRECIATION FOR THE 
MOOSE VISIT TO GUINEA. 

6. COMMENT: TOURE CAME THROUGH AS A STRONG, DETERMINED 
MAN.DEDICATD TO UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES OF INDENDENCE, 

SELF-RESPECT AND DEVELOPMENT OF GUINEA TO THE BENEFIT 
OF ALL THE PEOPLE. HIS INTEREST IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AND CLOSER ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION WITH THE US APPEARED 
COMPLETELY GENUINE.BUT HIS PRIDE AND RESENTMENT AT 
BEING PUSHED HARD ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE CAUSED HIM 
TO TAKE A MORE UNCOMPROMISING STANCE THAN APPEARS TO 
BE THE CASE IN PRACTICE. ISMAEL TOURE'S HELPFUL INTERVENTION 
POINTED TO THIS, AND A LATER CONVERSATION THAT PRISONER 
RELEASES WILL INDEED CONTINUE, AS WE HAD BEEN LED TO EXPECT 
(REF B). IN SUM, THE EXTENDED EXCHANGE BETWEEN 
MOOSE AND TOURE WAS EXTREMELY USEFUL, OFFERING BOTH 
PARTIES OPPORTUNITY TO SET FORTH THEIR PRINCIPLES, 

VIEWS AND CONCERNS, AND CLEARING THE WAY FOR GREATR 
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND CLOSER COMMUNICATION AND PER- 
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HAPS COOPERATION ON VARIOUS AFRICAN PROBLEMS. END 
COMMENT. 

CROSBY 

SUBJECT TEL REISSUED DOWNGRADED PER MR. MCELHANEY 

UNQUOTE VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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